
  

 

 

 



WHERE DO I START? 

REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS 

What am I interested in? 

What am I passionate about? 

What is important to me? 

Where do I see myself in 5 years? 



  

 



  

 



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



GOOD QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF 

Financial 

 

Personal 

 

Academic 

 How much am I and/or my family willing to 

spend?  Do I or my parents have a college 

savings account?  If so, how much are we able to 

use for each year of college?  Am I planning to 

apply for scholarships? Do I currently have 

scholarships? 

 Am I qualified for financial aid?  

 

What am I planning on doing for my career? 

What type of major fits my goals? Which schools 

offer this major? Do I want to join clubs, sports, 

organizations? Am I interested in Greek life? Do 

I want to attend a large school or a small 

school? Am I interested in going to another city, 

state, or country? What kind of weather do I 

prefer? What kind of culture am I looking for? 

What is my GPA? 

Have I taken the SAT/ACT? 

If so, what are my 

scores? Have I 

taken AP classes? If 

so, have I passed 

the AP exam(s)? 



PLANNING TO GO TO 

COLLEGE... NOW 

WHAT?RESEARCH! 

RESEARCH! 

RESEARCH! 

RESEARCH! 

What To Research: 

 Identify priorities 

 Location, population/class size, areas of 

study 

 Social environment, housing, dining, 

extracurriculars, athletics 

 Admission requirements and chances 

GPA 

 Test scores 

School data 

On campus college visits 



Meet with college reps at College Fairs 

Cost/benefit-budget 

2 Year vs. 4 Year 

Public vs. Private 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 
College Board Big Future 

Search by test scores, location, majors, support services, & 

diversity. If you create an account, you can save your 

favorite colleges & revisit them later. 

Cappex 

Search by test scores, location, majors, support services, & 

diversity. If you create an account, you can save your 

favorite colleges & revisit them later. 

College Insight 

You can pick out the most relevant data & compare schools in the 

way that makes sense for you. 



Unigo Instead of selecting filters, you'll answer 

questions through a Buzzfeed-style quiz. Then, 

Unigo will match you with colleges based on 

your responses. 

VIRTUAL TOURS 
10 Questions with UC Santa Cruz 

First Year Students 

 

You-Visit.com 

 

Utah Admissions Virtual Tour 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK A 



COLLEGE REP 
What makes your college unique? 

What academic programs is your college most known for? 

Are fraternities and sororities a big part of campus life? 

What are the housing options for freshmen? 

What are the most popular clubs and activities? 

What’s the surrounding area like? Is it easy to get around? 

What are the most popular majors? 

How would you describe the academic pressure and workload? 

What support services are available (academic advisers, tutors, etc.)? What’s the 

faculty like? How accessible are they outside of class? How would you describe the 

students that go there? Where do most of them come from? 

 What happens on weekends—are there things to do on campus or in town, or do most 

students go home? 



ORGANIZE YOUR LIST 

Safety Schools 

 

Target Schools 

 

Reach Schools 

 May also be called  

"likely" schools  List schools 

that will be less challenging to 

get into 

May also be called  

"match" schools List schools that are 

about the right fit; not too easy, not too 

hard to get into 

May also be called 

"dream" schools List 

schools that will be the 

most challenging to get 

into 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



THINGS TO CONSIDER & THINK 

ABOUT... 

When planning to apply, consider more than a 

school’s reputation: 

 Is it really going to be a good fit for you?  Does it have 

what you want/need for your success? 

 Even if it’s known as a great school, it might not be your 

best option 

 Make sure to do your research! 



  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



APPLICATION COSTS: 

CSU: $70 per campus 

UC: $80 per campus 

Common App: $30 - $75 

Send SAT Scores: $12 per campus 

Send ACT Scores: $16 per campus 

1.JCS’s Scholarship Spreadsheet 

2. Other Trustworthy Websites: 



Going Merry INFORMATIONSallie Mae Scholarship Search 

SCHOLARSHIPCareerOneStop 

Big Future Scholarship Search 

Unigo / Scholarship Experts 



Fastweb 

Scholarship America 


